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LOCAL  HEALTH  OEPIC 
DO’''TTHAM  MARKET. 


NOVEMBER,  1956 

To  the  Chairman  and  Herahers  of  the  Downham  Market  Urban 

District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen 


I submit  for  your  considerat i.on  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
sanitary  circumstances,  health  and  vital  statistics  xor  your 
district  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1955* 

In  a year  v/liich  saw  the  introduction  of  a posit itive 
National  policy  for  slum  clearance  it  is  opportune  to  say 
a fev/  words  on  the  impact  of  such  a policy  upon  the  health 
of  the  coummunity.  Every  general  practitioner  must  have 
throught  how  much  easier  his  task  would,  often  he  if  he  were 
able  to  write  a prescription  of  a house  instead  of  for 
m.edicine.  The  diagnosis  of  anxiety  neurosis  ^ ’’nerves'%  or 
neurasthenia  5 is  frequently  attrihutahle  to  the  adverse 
effects  of  unsatisfactory  living  conditions ^ especially  in 
housCiv-e-s  whose  lives  are.  . continuously. yclrciimscrihed  hy 
these  conditions.  All  the  factors  which  go  to  making  up  a 
real  home  are  potent  in  producing  a background  of  tranquility 
upon  the  basis  of  which  lif..els.  ..advorsit.ies  can  be  faced. 
Anxiety  neurosis  may  be  described 


as 


a person 


s 


e 


a faulty  adjustment  in 

mental  Uttltude  of*  life:.  ' Every,  individual  is 
ndowed  with  a degree  of  mental  robustness  and  his  opacity 
to  withstand  the  anxieties  imposed  by  contemporary  life 
depends  upon  the  former  pov/er  equalling  or  exceeding  the 
latter.rE  Any  factor  tending  ' to  increase,  anxio'ties  beyond  the 
-individual ’ s ' endoTOient  of  mental  foriitude..j  .iwhq.the.r  it  be 
marital  unhappiness^  frustrated  arfibitionc,  boa'd-  living 
conditions  or  bad  working  conditions  tends  to  the  production 
of  ainxiety  neurosis.  Having  fallen  victim^  the  sufferer 
inevitably  seeks  an  explanation  in  his  physical  self  and 
soon  finds  himself  in  his  doctorJ  s surgery.  , The  importance 
of  this  condition  in  terms  of  human  suffering  and  of 
economics^  the  two  ware  now  inseparable  in  the  welfare  state. 


Since  the  war^  two  general  practitioners  have  published 
the  results  of  independent  investigations  into  the 
prevalence  of  anxiety  neurosis  in  their  practices  during 
the  course  of  a year.  One  found  that  thirty  per  cent  the 


the  other  fifty  per  cent^  of  his  patients  attending 
surgery  did  so  predominantly  or  exclusively j hy  reason 
of  anxiety  neurosis.  One^s  experience  of  general 
practice  would  ead  to  ready  acceptance  of  such  figures ^ 
and  one  is  obliged  to  yield  pride  of  place  to  this 
condition  amongst  all  human  ailments  in  this  country. 

The  national  Health  Service  costs  roughly  five 
hundred  million  pounds  a year^  and  sickness  benefit 
roughly  eighty  five  million  pounds  a year.  One  is 
tempted  to  hazard  a gaiess  at  how  much  neurcsls  is  costing. 

Somo  time  ago  the  Minister  of  Health  announced  his 
concern  over  the  finding  that  about  twenty  per  cent  of 
general  hospital  beds  were  continuously  occupied  by  cases 
sent  in  for  investigation  and  ultimately  revealed  as 
cases  of  anxiety  neurosis.  Assessing  the  total  of 
general  hospital  beds  at  about  three  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand 5 and  the  cost  per  bed  in  round  figures  to  be 
fifteen  pounds  per  week  5 these  in-patient  investigations 
are  costing  about  fifty  million  pounds  a year.  Added 

to  this  is  the  cost  of  treating  severe  cases  in  mental 

< — ' 

hospitals. 

General  medical  services  provided  by  general 
practitioners  are  currently  costing  about  fifty  five 
million  poundSj  and  the  cost  of  prescribing  about  fifty 
one  million  pounds.  Assessing  the  incidence  of  neurosis 
in  general  practice  at  about  forty  per  cent^  a further  sum 
of  about  forty  million  pounds  may  be  said  to  be  expended 
upon,  anxiety  neurosis.  This  by  no  means  exhausts  the 
bill  for  this  conditioUj  and  it  is  probably  true  to  say 
that  this  purely  mental  form  of  ill-health  costs  the 
National  Health  Service  at  least  one  hundred  million 
pounds  a year.  Added  to  this  there  is  the  cost  of 
sickness  benefit  attributable  to  it  5 probably  at  least 
forty  per  cent  of  the  totals  or  a further  forty  million 
pounds  a year.  The  combined  cost  of  this  condition 
might  well  amount  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  million  pounds 
a year. 

In  so  far  as  bad  housing  causes  this  condition,  even 
if  it  accounts  for  only  one  tenth  part  of  it,  an  annual 
sum  of  fifteen  million  pounds  is  being  expended  wastefully 


as  a result  of  it.  The  figure  may  in  fact  he  a great  deal 
higher  5 hut  there  can  he  no  douht  that  it  is  a large  sum^  ■ 
and  that  viewed  in  this  light  slum  clearance  may  fairly 
he  described  as  a long  term  policy  of  national ^ economy . 

It  is  a strange . paradox  that  the  Rent  Restriction  Act 
operates  so  as  "to  ensure  that  other  suh-standard  properties 
fall  to  slum  property  standards  as  clearance  proceeds^ 
and  that  any  progress  in  the  conservation  of  health  and 
wealth  must  stem  from  the  numher  of  steps  forward 
exceeding  the  inevitable  steps  backwards. 

Two  achievements  of  significance  in  the  advancement 
of  health  in  your  district  merit  comment j the  new  housing 
estate  5 and  the  sewage  disposal'  scheme. 

The  commencement  of  the  attractive  and  pleasantly  sited 
new  housing  estate  will  confer  upon  the  future  occupants 
benefits  in  health  v/hich  are  none  the  less  real  and 
important  because  they  are  not  widely  under stpod;  and  the 
progress  of  the  major  scheme  for  the  modernisation  of  the 
sov/age  disposal  system  is  a notable  advance  which  will 
confer  5 in  addition  to  the  obvious  removal  of  potential 
sources  of  infectionj  indirect  benefits  in  raising  standards 
to  the  aesthetic  level  which  the  public  now  expect. 

The  death  rate  of  15*1  is  distorted  by  the  presence 
within  your  district  of  the  Howdale  Home^  in  which  over 
fifty  per  cent  of  the  deaths  attributable  to  the  district 
by  the  Registrar  General  occurred.  Out  of  the  thirty 
deaths  in  the  Home  only  two  v/ere  persons  normally  resident 
in  Downham  Market  and  excluding ' the  remainder  enables  a 
crude  death  rate  of  11,*  9 to  be  arrived  at  ^ a figure  which  ^ 
though  not  strictly  comparable ^ is  much  more  representative 
of  the  health  of  the  district  than  the  standardised  death 
rate  of  1 5*i  • 

Your  district  was  fortunate  in  escaping  the 
poliomyelitis  epidemic  which  involved  the  fenland  areas 
of  Norfolk.  This  good  fortune  is  likely  to  be  repeated 
if  parents  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunities  to  be 
offered  them  for  immunising  their  children  against 
poliomyelitis. 

The  Institution  of  lour  demonstration  areas  scattered 
throughout  the  country  (with  the  notable  exception  of  l]ast 
Anglia) 5 for  the  fluoridation  of  water  supplies,  holds 


future  significance  for  your  district ^ which  3 though 
having  an  excellent  water  supply  is  unfortunate  in  that 
the  supply  contains  an  infinitesimal  amount  only  of 
fluoride.  It  is  not  worse  off  in  this  respect  than 
90a'  of  England  and  dlalesj  hut  the  addition  of  minute 
quantities  of  fluoride  at  source  v/ould  reduce  the  ' 
incidence  of  dental  decay  in  children  to  nearly  one 
third  of  its  present  lovely  a hcnefit  which  v/ould 
accompany  the  children  into  adult  life  3 and  significantly 
defer  the  attainment  of  that  state  of  dental  crippledom^ 
indicated  hy  false  teeth 3 which  is  widely  accepted  as 
normal  and  inevi table  in  contemporary  life.  The  quantity 
of  fluoride  required  to  produce  this  oustanding  benefit 
may  be  exemplified  as  that  required  to  cover  half  a crown 
dissolved  in  the  amount  of  water  normally  drunlc  in  all 
forms  by  an  adult  in  one  year.  This  amount  has  been 
demonstrated  repeatedly  and  exhaustively  to  be  entirely 
without  harm^  despite  the  organised^  emotional  and 
unsubstantiated'  claims  to  the  contrary. 

G-.B.  HOPKINS. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS.  1955o 


Area  in  acres,  o,,.,  o,,, . 

Population  1 93i . . , » , . , , . » , o , , 
Population  1955  (Sstimated) . • 
Population  1952  (Census)  * o,, «. 
Uumloer  of  Separate  dwellings 

PateaUle  value  1 955.  • ->  - 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  1955.. » 


oooodoo* 

99 

#oo#eoo# 

occupied 

9 9 9 0 9 9 9 9 

90999999 


O O O o t> 

o o o o o 

0 0 9 0 0 

0 0 9 0 9 

1955 


0,1, 003. 

. . 2 ,5  .65. 

, c 2 , 61  0 . 

, . 2,753  . 

829. 


0 9 o # 

9 9 9 9 0 


£17^265. 

£6iL. 


LIVE  BIRTHS,  32.  13*2??  per  1000  of  population. 


Total .Male oFemale.Downham  England  Admini str 

UrUaHo  & Wales, ative  County 


Legitimate  32 
Illegitimate 


22 

1 


9 


13-2 


STILL  BIRTHS.  2 females  (Legit) 


15*0 


23*1 


1Lu78 


21  -02 


LEATHS.  Infants  under  1 year  1 female  (Legit). 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  H weeks  1 female  (Legit) . 
DEATHS  ALL  CAUSES.  RATE,  15*1  per  1000  of  population. 


Total . Male .Female . Downham  England  Admini str 

Urhano  & Wales, ative  Count' 


59  31  28  15.1 

t 

Deaths  from  Peurperal  Causes  - ITIL. 


11.7 


Deaths  from:- 


Cancer  (all  ages)  8 
Measles  do  0 
^liooping  Cough  0 
Diarrhoea  (under  2yr)  0 


12.07 


S:XTION  A* 


NiiTUHAL 


SOCIAL  COl^TLITIONS. 


Area  (acres) 

Papulation  (estimated 


mid-year 


1955) 


1003  

2^610. 


DLATHSo  59  deaths  were  assigned  to  the  district  hy  the 
Pegistrar ' Q-eneral  5 yielding  a Standardised  Rate 

of  1 5* 1 # 


BIRTHS «.  32  births  were  assigned  to  the  district  ^ an 
increase  of  li  on  the  last  year* 

i'lATBRNAL  There  were  no  maternal  deaths  in  the  District. 
HORTALITY. 


IHFANT  Only  one  child  under  1 year  of  age  died  in  the 
MORTAL ITYo  district  during  1 955o 

STILL  BIRTH So  Two  still  births  were  notified. 


SLOT ION  B. 

G-BNERAL  PROVISION  OR 

GENE  ~AL  MEDICAL  SERVICES. 

Norfolk  Executive  Council ^ 


■ HEALTH ^ SERVICES. 

55 y Prince- of  Wales^ 


Roadj 


Norwich.  Clerk  - R.J.  COBB,  ESQ. 

2.  EAST  ANGLIAN  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD. 

Senior  Administrative H'ledical  Officer, 

Dr.  J.B.  Ewen,  M.D. , D.P.H. , 

^^Crof t-Holme^' , 117?  Chesterton  Road, 
Cambridge. 


3.  (a)'  GEKBRAL. 

Norfolk  & Norwich  Hospital,  Norwich. 

West  Norfolk  & King’s  Lynn  Hospital,  King's  Lynn. 
Jenny  Lind  Hospital,  Norv/ich. 

St.  James'  Hospital,  King's  Lynn  (For  chronic  sick). 
The  Hov/dale  Home  , Downham  Market. 

(h)  MATERNIIT. 

West  Norfolk  & King's  Lynn  Hospital  (Maternity  Unit). 
Mill  Road  Hospital,  Camhridge. 

( c)  liJFECTIONS. 

County  Isolation  Hospital,  East  Dereham. 

Isolation  Hospital,  King's  Lynn. 

(d)  SANATORIA. 

Kelling  Sanatorium,  Holt. 

Brarnblewood  Sanatorium,  Holt. 

(c)  MENTAL. 

St.  Andrew; ' s Hospital,  Norwich. 

Hcllesdon  Hospital,  Norwich. 

Heckingham  Sanatorium,  Norwich. 

Little  Plumstead,  Norwich. 


I,* 

m/.t:  iRi 

riTY  SERVICES. 

(a) 

DIST:?-ICT  l-RJP.SS:- 

Nurse  Foxj  2^  London  Road^, 

Doymham  Marliet. 

W) 

Maternity  beds  in  Regional  Hospital  Board 
Establishments?-  Stow  Maternity  Home  5 StoY/  Bardolph. 

5-  AMBUIu.NCS  cc  HOSPITAL  CAR  SIDRVICE. 

This  is  a County  Council  function  and  is  controlled 
hy  the  Joint  Amhulanco  Committee.  It  is  worked  on  an 
■ Agency  "basis  "by  the  British  Red  Cross  and  the  Order  of 
’'St.  John  and  IhVoS. 

'Jhe  Downharn  Urban  Area  is  served  by  the  Downloam 
Market  Ambulance. 

Infectious  Disease  cases  are  conveyed  by  the  Bast 
Dereham  and  King^ s Lynn  Infectious  Di sea sen  Ambulances. 

The  Kospital  Car  Service  is  administered  from  the 
Local  Health  Office. 

6.  RED  CROSS  MEDICAL  LOAN  DEPOT. 

Downharn  Market  - Mrs.  I.M«  Burbeck^  ’‘Court  House”. 

7.  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SERVICES . 

The  Downharn  Market  Infant  Welfare  centre  is  held 
the  Health  Office ^ Howdale  Road. 

The  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is 
attendance  at  the  session  which  is  held  from  2-1’  p.m. 
the  seconci  Thursday  of  each  month. 

I would  again  like  to  register  my  warm  appreciation 
the  voluntary  help  given  at  each  session  by  the  laHes 
the  local  branch  of  the  British  Red  Cross. 

School  Minor  Ailment  Clinic . 

This  is. Under  the  supervision  of  the  School  Nurse  who 
in  attendance  at  1 0 a.m.  every  Wednesday  during  the  term* 

The  clinic  is  held  at  the  Area  Health  Office ^ 

Hov/dale  Road. 

School  Dental  Clinic. 

The  School  Dental  Officer  attends  every  Thursday 
and  Friday  at  the  Local  Health  Office. 

Home  H e Ip  Service . 

The  County  Home  Help  Scheme  is  working  smoothly 
and  judging  by  re  suits  5,  the  efforts  of  the  five 
occasional  Helps  are  greatly  appreciated.  There  arc 
now  67  Occasional  Home  Helps  for  Downharn  Rural ^ 

Downharn  Urban  and  biarshland  Rural. 


at 

in 

on 

of 

of 

is 


8.  VEKSRJ^AL  DISEx^SE  CLINIC, 


West  Norfolk  and  King*  s Lj^nn  Hospital 


Males* 

Tuesday  d Fridays, 
7 p#m# 


Females  and  Children, 
Tuesday  and  Wednesdays# 


Disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out  Ly  the 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector's  Staff. 

Disinfestation  of  heddingp  clothing,  etc.  which  has 
to  he  carried  out  hy  this  department  are  sent  to  the- 
East  Dereharn  Isolation  Hospital. 

10.  LABOMTORY  SERVICES. 

(a)  Puhlic  Health  Lahorary, 

Isolation  Hospital, 

Bowthorpe  Road, 

Norv/ich. 

under  the  direction  of  Dr#  I.M.  Dowsett. 

(h) -Puhlic  Analyst:- 


Mr.  Eric  Wood,  Ph.D.  , A,  R.  C.S,,  F,R.  I,C., 
Clarence  House, 

6,  Clarence  Road, 

Norwich, 


SECTION  C# 


PREVALANCE  OF  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  & OTHER  DISEASES, 


NIL 


SMALL  POX 


NIL 


SCARLET  FEVER 


NIL 


DIPHTHERIA. 


The  following  table  gives  the  numhers  of  children 
either  primarily  immunised  hy  a full  course  of 
injections,  or  stimulated  to  maximum  immunity  hy 
booster  doses,  during  the  last  five  years:- 


1951 


1952 


1953  1951'.  1955 


bh 


53 


28 


51 


19 


^^^10 OPING  COUGH, 


No  cases  were  notified 


MU A SUES,  3 cases  were  notified 


'fUBUPCUIiOSIS,  No  new  cases ' wefe  - not  if  ied  and  no  deaths 

occurred* 


SUCTION  D. 


STATISTICAL  TABLTS,  1951-U 

TABLE 

0 

0 

^ ) 

Canses  of  Death. 

Male  F 

emale 

Total 

Other  Infective  & Parasitic  Diseases 

1 

0 

i 

Mai i gnant  Ne op la  sm ^ St oma ch 

1 

2 

3 

Malignant  Deoplasnij  Breast 

0 

i ..  . 

I 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasii 

IS  3 

1 

h 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system- 

Li 

iO 

ih 

Coronary  disease ^ angina 

2 

0 

2 

Hypertenison  v/ith  heart  disease 

2 

1 

3 

Other  heart  diseases 

•7 

u 

3 

6 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

3 

1 

« 

U- 

Influenza 

2 

i 

5 

Bronchitis 

a 

1 

6 

Other  disease,,  of  respirar3.^  system  ; 

i 

1 

2 

Gastritis 5 enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

0 

1 

i 

Nephritis  H Nephrosis 

0 

1 

i 

Hyperplazia  of  prostate 

/ 

i 

0 

i 

Other  defined  d 111  defined  diseases 

3 

il- 

7 

■ ■ ' 

31 

28 

59.  - 

T/iBLE 

NO.  2 

• 

DEATH  PATE  OP  CHILDPEN. 


CAUSES  OE  DEI TH  OP  CHILDPEN 


SR  ONE  YEAR  - 1955 


Causes  of  Death. 


Ap:e  in  weeks 


1.  2*  3.  lu  5-52.  Total . 
i 


Injury  at  Birth 


1 


MONTHLY  incidence  OF 'NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

OTHE5  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS.  TABLE  NO."  k. 


Disease* 


* • • 9 • 


. 

• 

• 

• 

. 

0 

« 

-P 

O 

. 

• 

H 

p 

u 

a 

rH 

bO 

Ph 

P 

> 

O 

cd 

cd 

0 

cd 

cd 

p 

P 

P 

0 

O 

o 

0 

p> 

6) 

pq 

c 

< 

CD 

o 

y-p' 

P 

o 

P 

Scarlet  FevePo 
Puerperal  Pyrexia, 

Measles.  11  1 

Whooping  Cough. 

Erysipelas. 

Pneumonia  2 i 1 

Infective  Jaundice 

Paralytic  Polio- 
myelitis. 

D^^sentery.  1 1 6 

Totals  o 11  1 2 7 


NIL. 

FIL, 

3 

FIL. 

FIL. 

Li 

FIL. 

FIL. 

'■8 

T5~ 


TABLE  FO.  5. 


FO.TIFIABLS  DISEASES. 


Fotification  in  Age  Groups  1955 


Disease 


0-1-2-  3-  h~  5-  iO-  15-”  20-  35~  h5~  65 


Scarlet  FevePo 
Purperal  Pyrexia. 
Measles. 

Whooping  Cough. 

F-r^^^sipelas. 

Pneumonia. 

Infective  Jaundice 

Poliomyelitis. 

Dysentery. 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


2 


1 


1 1 2 


1 


Totals 


3 i h 


1 


1 


Total 


FIL. 

FIL. 


3 


FIL 


FI^ 


XJ  e 


b 


NIL, 

NIL, 

8 


15 


R’^PORT  OP  SOPPITARY  IN5PPCTOR  & SUR''/P-YOR. 


Mr«  Chairman^  Ladies  & Gentlemen?  ■■ 

I Leg  to  siiLmit  particulars  of  the  work  carried  out 
during  the  year  ended  3*1  st  DecemLern  1955o 


1 . Inspections  during  the  Year. 

f aV  NumLer~"of  houses  inspected  for  defects*  13 

(L)  FumLer  of  inspections  for  the  purpose  * 22 

(c)  FumLer  of  houses  found  not  to  he  fit  in  all 

respects  for  human  hah it at ion,  10 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Fotice*  10 

2a.  Remedy  of  Defects  .after  Service  of  Formal  Fotice* 

a ■■  g^‘rig  1 9 1^936 . , FIL 

(l)  PuLlic  Health  Act  9 1936.  FIL 

3.  FomLcr  of  Fevir  Houses  Luilt  or  under  Construction. 

Xal  Houses  completed  Ly  the  Authority,  ~ 1 8 

(l)  Houses  under  constructed  Ly  County  Council  for 

ScLoolSc  3 

(c)  Houses  completed  Ly  Private  Fnterpri se * 3 

(d)  Houses  under  const rue t ton  Ly  Local  Authority.  FIL 

(e)  Houses  under  construction  Ly  Private  Enter- 

prise , 1 . 

(f)  Total  houses  owned. Ly  Local  Authority.  ' “ ’ l6h.. 

Summary  of  Cther  Visits  and  Inspections . 

Council  Houses.  ‘ ■ ' 115 

Eater , ^ " > ■ B 

Bakehouses.  1 

Slaughterhouses.  ■ - . ■ ' ' 2C5 

Butchers  Shops.  ' 13 

Market  A Food  Stores.  15 

Ice  Cream.  2 

Shops,  ■ 3 

Factories  (Mech.  Power),  L'. 

(Fo  mech.  power).  2 

PuLlic  Conveniences,  7 

Tents?  Vans  & Sheds.  2 

Drainage  Few  & Old.  92 

’’  - Length  of  drain  tested.  HO 


Streams  <^?  Watercourses. 

Infectious  Disease.  7 
Refuse  Collection  & Disposal.  80 
Rodent  Control.  28 
Mi scellaneous.  33 
Sev/age  '"^^orks.  ’ 67 


In  connection  v/ith  Plans  d BuildingSo  99 

Council  House  Building  - Firs  Estate.  131 

do  do  - Porter  Street.  67 


5.  Meat  Inspection  cc  Slaughterhouses. 

During  the  year  the  L licensed  slaughterhouses  were 
granted  licenses  to  continue  in  force  until  31st  July? 

1957. 

The  following  v/ere  inspected  in  the  slaughterhouses 


Cattle  72 
Calves  5 
Sheep  & larnhs  108 
Pigs  6h1 


The  following  were  condemned  and  disposed  of  as 
unfit  for  human  food. 

1 Complete  heast  carcase  and  all  offals.  ^ 

8 Beasts’  Livers.  . ‘'u', 

1 ^Tnole  pig  and  all  offals. 

1 Pig’ s liver. 

% 

6 . Food  Inspection. 

No  adulteration  of  any  foodstuff  was  reported 
during  the  year.  107  tins  and  packages  of  various 
foodstuff  weighing  approximately  77  Ihs.  were 
surrendered  voluntarily  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 

7.  Milk  and  Dairies. 

There  are  three  distrihutors  of  milk  in  the 

Urhan  District.  None  of  them  produces  milk  in 
the  Urhan  area. 

Movahle  Dv/ellinys. 

There  are  three  licensed  caravans. 


8. 


9.  Pulolic  Cleansing.  . ^ 

( a)  ~ScavGnr;inp;r  The  whole  of  , the  scavoning  oi 

hoth  County  and  District  Roads  is  undertaken 
"by  the  District  Council's  oiTiployees. 

(•b)  Refuse  Collection.  House  refuse  is-  collected 
once  weekly  throughout  the  District.  number 
of  properties  situated  just  outside  the  District 
in  the  Broomhill  and  Crov/_Hall  areas  are  also 
served.  Disposal  of  refuse  is  hy  means  of 
tipping  on  land  at  the  sewage  works. 

1 0.  Salvage. 

During  the  year  waste  paper  collected  and 
salvaged  and  sold  amounted  to  60  tons  3 cwt.  2 grts. 
The  amount  of  money  received  y/as  cS503«  i 9s«3d« 

11.  Destruction  of  Rats  and  Mice. 

Poisoning  \yas  carried  out  at  the  Refuse  Tip^ 
Sewage  ''/orks  and  on  the  sewers  and  premises  in  the 
t own . 


12.  Water  Sun ply. 

The  Water  Supply  in  the  District  is  from  mains 
of  the  '^ishech  & District  ''^ater  Board The.,  supply 
comes  from  deep  y/ells  in  the  cl'^k  at  Marham.  Twenty 
six  new  connections  were  made  to  the  Board’s  mains 
in  the  Area  during  the  year. 


1 3 • Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disuosal . 

Work  on  the  Sewerage  Scheme.' (Part  .i)  e.stimated 

to  cost  some  £80^000  and  commenced  in  Novernher^  195t. ^ 
■continued  during  the  year  and  at  -the  end  of  Decemher 
approximately  cChO^OOC  had  Been  spent.  The  scheme  was 
inspected  hy  a Ministry  of  Housing  & Local  G-overnment 
Inspector  in  Hovemherj  1955. 


Conncil  Housing. 

The  extension  to  the  Retreat  Estate  for  Building 
18  houses  convnenced  in  SeptemBerj  195L  mad.e  good 
progress  and  the  18  houses  were  comiDleted  during  1953 
Porter  Street  Site.  Work  for  the  layout  and 
erection  of  38  '-''•dates'*  t3/p>e  houses  was  commenced  on 

this  site  in  OctoBer. 


"I  5 • Housinp;  Repairs  & Rents  Acts<,  » 

The  report  required  to  he  submitted  to  the 
Minister  of  Housing  & Local  Government  under  the 
Act  gave  the  estimated  number  of  houses  unfit  for 
human  habitation  as  99  and  that  the  period  required 
for  the  demolition  of  these  houses  would  be  10  years. 

During  the  year  the  Council  made  Demolition 
Orders  in  respect  of  7 houses  under  Section  1 0 of 
the  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions) 

Act,  1953. 

R 

16.  FACTOIDS  ACT,  1937  & 1958. 

Part  1 of  the  Act  - Inspections  for  purcposcs  of  provisions 


as  to  health  (including  insnections  made  by  the  San.  Inspector^ 


Number 

on 

Premises  Register 

Numb  e r 

Inspections 

of 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  in  which 

Sections  1 92,3?h  L 6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 

Local  Authorities  ii 

Li. 

NIL 

NIL 

Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  Local 
Authority.  27 

2 

NIL 

NIL 

Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Au t ho r i t y 
( Fj  X c lud  i ng  Ou  t - ''¥o  rk  e r s ’ 
Premises). 

NIL 

NIL 

6 NIL  NIL 


J.A.  THOMPSON. 


Surveyor  & Sanitary  Inspector. 
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